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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

COMPLAINANT:
RESPONDENTS:

RELEVANT STATUTES
AND REGULATIONS:

INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED:

FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED:

L INTRODUCTION

MUR: 6342

Date Complaint Filed: August 5, 2010
Date of Notification:  August 11, 2010
Date of Last Response: October 5, 2010

Date Activated: November 16, 2010

Expiration of Statute
of Limitations July 29, 2015

Roacky for Congress

Paul Welday for Congress and David Staudt, in his
official capacity as treasurer

Michigan Education Network

Paul Welday

Michael Greiner

Joseph Munem

2 U.S.C. § 441a(a)(7)(BXGii)
2 U.S.C. § 441a(a)(1)(a)

2 U.S.C. § 441a(f)

2 U.S.C. § 434(b)

11 CFR. § 109.21(a)
11CFR. §109.23

Disclosure Reports

None

Rocky for Congress alleges that Paul Welday, a candidate for Congress from Michigan’s

Ninth Congressional District, and Welday for Congress and David Staudt, in his official capacity

as treasurer (“Committee™), paid for a mailer distributed by Michigan Education Network that

contained the same accusation against Andrew “Rocky” Raczkowski (“Rocky™), Welday’s
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primary opponent, as one found on Welday’s website.! The complaint further alleges that the
return address on the mailer belongs to Michael Greiner, who “[u]pon information or belief,
Rocky believes . . . is an associate of Joseph Munem,” and describes Munem as being involved
in negative advertising campaigns. Complaint at 1. The complaint further alleges that Michigan
Education Network does not exist. The complaint asks the Commission to investigate Welday
and the Committee for “iltegul coordination™ with respect to the mailer. Jd. at 2.

In septirate renpoimses, Wehlay and the Cmnmitten’s tremxwrer demy paying fon the mailer
or coordinating in any way with independent peliticel organizations. Greines’s response bn
behalf of himself and the Michigan Education Network states that Michigan Education Network,
which created and distributed the mailer, is a 501(c)(4) organization. Joseph Munem did not
respond to the complaint.

As discussed in more detail below, the available information does not support the
complainant’s allegations that Welday or the Committee paid for the mailer or had any
connection to it through Michigan Education Network, Greiner, Munem, or otherwise. Further,
Welday and the Committee have denied any such connection or coordination. Accordingly, we
reconrmend that the Commission £nd no reascn to belleve these respondents violated the Federal
Election Canrmiga Act of 1971, as amended (the “Act™), or tlie Commissian’s mgulstions, and
close the file.

II. EACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS
While the complaint asks the Commission to investigate Welday and the Committee for

“jllegal coordination,” its primary allegation is that the Welday campaign paid for the mailer,

' In Commission records, the formal irame of Recky ftr Congeess is Raezkowski for Congress. Resky
defeated Welday in the Republican primary election, which was held on August 3, 2010. Rocky lost the general
election in November 2010,
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which is inconsistent with a claim that the Welday campaign coordinated with Michigan
Education Network. See 11 C.F.R. § 109.21(a)1) (;l communication coordinated with a
candidate or authorized committee must be paid for by a person other than the candidate or
authorized committee). The claim that the Welday campaign paid for the mailer by using
Michigan Education Network, Greiner, and Munem as “proxies,” Complaint at 2, rests on three
alleged bases: (1) both the mailer and the Welday campaign’s website state, using the same
scames and nucsbers, that Rocky took $120,980.67 from various campaign fonds amd paid that
amount to bis private business, Mainline Commurdcations; (2) the return address of the mailer is
the office of Michael Greiner, who, according to news articles attached to the complaint, was
assoc_iated with Joseph Munem in connection with a nonprofit organization called the Michigan
Civic Educational Fund that engaged in negative advertising in the 2010 Michigan governor’s
race; and (3) the Complainant could not find any evidence that Michigan Education Network
exists as “it is not listed with State of Michigan, the IRS, or the FEC.” Complaint at 2. As set
forth below, none of these bases, alone or in combination, support the complaint’s allegation that
the Welday campaign paid for the mailer.

As to the first allegation, the information shows that on July 26, 2010, the Welday
campaign pasted a link on its Facebooic acoount to its ““Truth or Consequences’- the Raczkowski

Record” website page. hitp://www.facebpok.com/pweldawposta/146702995345502; sce

Attachment 1 (cmhplaint attachments) at p. 1 of 15.2 There is a portion of “Truth or

2 For the Commission’s convenience, we have numbered the pages of the attachments to the complaint.

In addition, the right-hand margins on pages 1 and 2 of the attachments were cut off on the original; we have
substituted full pages obtained from the Internet.
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Consequences” that criticizes Rocky for taking funds from four prior campaign committees® and
giving them to his company, Mainline Communications. (Rocky is a former member of the state
legislature and unsuccessfully ran for a U.S. Senate seat in 2002). The piece contains the

following chart, purportedly based on records from the State of Michigan and the FEC:

Citizens for Raczkowski $41,090.97
Rocky for Senate $68,113.66
Raczkowski Leadarship Fund $7,564.04
Michigan Future Fund $4,212.00
TOTAL $120,980.67

See Id.

Three days later, on July 29, 2010, which was five days before the pﬁm:;ry, Michigan
Education Network distributed a mailer stating in part: “Records on file with the Michigan
Secretary of State and the Federal Election Commission prove that Rocky Raczkowski paid his
company, Mainline Communications, with money he raised from political donors!” See
Attachment 1, p. 4 of 15. Below that language, in a box, is the statement “Campaign Donations
Rocky Raezkowski paid to his own company, Mainline Communications,” followed by the same
chart found in the Welday campaign’s “Truth or Consequences” piece. Id.

Baseid in part on the same information appearing in both publicatiens, tire complamt
alleges that the Welday campaign paid for the mailer. The mailer, however, contains a
disclaimer on the return address label stating “Paid for by Michigan Education Network.” In his

response, Welday states that neither he nor his campaign committee “in any way paid for any

3 Rocky for Senate (the formal name on Commission records is Raczkowski for Senate) was a federal
comcitter that terminetad en Decemnber 6, 2005. According to the Michigan Secretary of State's Office, Citizams
for Raczkowski is an active state committee, and Raczkowski Leadership Fund and Michigan Future Fund were
dissolved in 2002.
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communications originated by any independent political organizations.” Welday Response. In
a separate response, the treasurer of Welday for Congress states, “I can categorically state

that no funds raised by the Welday for Congress Campaign were used for the purposes
described by Mr. Raczkowski,” and “[tjhe Welday for Congress Campaign has provided
full disciosure of all contributions and expenditures.” Staudt Re_sponse (Emphasis in
original). We have no information to the contrary. Since the Welday campaign website publicly
parted the infornwation itrelf three days befoce thr mniler was sent, there is nothing to saggest
that the Welday ocampaign puid for e mniler with a false disclaimer so that it coulr disseminate
negative comments about Rocky without being held responsible for doing so.

The second basis the complaint relies on to show that the Welday campaign paid for the
mailer is that the return address on the mailer belongs to attomey Michael Greiner, who is
allegedly associated with Joseph Munem. The complaint, relying on attached news articles,
alleges that Munem has a history of sending “outrageous and slanderous literature and attack
ads.” Complaint at 1-2; see Attachment 1, pages 10 through 15. However, the complaint
presents no facts linking the Welday campaign to the Michigan Education Network, Greiner, or
Munem, let alone to the mailer in qaestion. In his response, Welday states that neither he nor his

canpaiftn cemmittce “irad nny knowledye of, assooftion with” ar “wan involvod ip any

-coordination with any independent political organization.” Welday Response. Likewise, thc

Committee’s treasurer responded, “I have not coordinated my efforts on behalf of Welday for
Congress with any other political committee, group or organization.” Staudt Response. There is

no available information to the contrary.
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Third, the complaint suggests that the Welday committee paid for the communication
because no organization called Michigan Education Network appeared to exist. However,
State of Michigan records show that Michigan Educational Network was incorporated as a
501(c)(4) organization on July 27, 2010, two days before the mailer was sent. In its Articles of
Incorporation, Michigan Education Network states that its purpose is exclusively for purposes set
forth in Section 501(¢)(4) of the IRS Code. Specifically, the Articles state that its putrpose is “to
facilitate eduration and public :ovonsness aboat issues whica impart Michigan rewidents,”
inchiding “gavermment overspending, conflicts of interest, public corrnption and puablic palisy
which inhibits growth.” Articles of Incorporation of Michigan Education Network at 1. See
http:/{www .dlegstate.mi.us/bus_corp/results.asp?ID=70885R&page name=corp. In his
response, Greiner states that “[t]he materials and advertising complained about were created and
proliferated by the Michigan Education Network, a 501(c)(4) organization dedicated to educating
Michigan residents.” Thus, at the time the Michigan Education Network distributed the mailer,
the organization legally existed, thereby rebutting the third basis relied upon by the complaint for
alleging that the Welday campaign paid for the mailer.

We also considered whether the mudler inay have constitated a republication of the
Weldny sempaign’s matcriel by the Michigan Education Natwork. Under 11 C.F.R. § 109.23,
a republicatien aof campaign materinls is considered & contribation for the purpasas-of

contribution limitations and reparting requirements of the person making the expenditure, unless
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the use of the campaign materials meets one of the exceptions of 11 C.F.R. § 109.23(b).* See
MUR 5743 (Emily’s List) (Commission found republicatidn, but determined that the
republication was of de minimis value, and issued an admonishment where photograph of
candidate was downloaded from the campaign’s website and used in a mailer). However, we do
not recommend that the Commission reach the republication issue in this matter. The
information in the chart that appeared in “Truth or Consequences” aad in the mailer was based
on verifiable data gathered frumt publin scurces.® Moreover, in his response, Welday did not
even assert that his campaigr “owned” the information, but rather that “Mr. Raczkawski’s
previous political involvement and correspanding filings with the FEC provided ample sources
of public information for anyone, including the media, to scrutinize in light of his candidacy for
Congress. Our campaign did examine this record and apparently so did others.” Welday
Response. Given these circumstances, this case does not appear to be an appropriate matter in
which to make findings concerning this issue. |

Based on the above, we recommend that the Commission find no reason to believe that
Paul Welday, Welday for Congress and David Staudt, in his official capacity as treasurer, the
Michigan Education Network, Michasel Greinet, or Joseph Munem violated the Act or the

Commission’s regulations, and close the file.

¢ Under 11 C.F.R. § 109.23(b), the following uses of campaign materials do not constitute a contribution to

the candidate who originally prepared the materials: (1) the campaign material is disseminated, distributed or
republished by the candidate or candidate’s committee who prepared the materials; (2) the campaign material is
incorporated into a communication that advocates the defeat of the candidate who prepared the material; (3) the
campaign material is disseminated, distributed or republished in a news story, commentary or editorial exempted by
11 C.F.R. §100.73 or 11 C.F.R. § 100.132; (4) the campaign material used consists of a brief quote of materials that
demonstrate a vandidate’s position as part of a person’s expression of its oum views; or () a naticnal politicul party
or stste pakly sommittee pays for sush disseminzation, distribution, or mwpublicatien of omnpaign materitils using
coordineted party expendiinn: auérodity uader 11 CF.R. § 19.32.

s We reviewed the Rocky for Senate disclosure reports and located $68,113.66 in expenditures to Mainline
Communications, which was the amount listed on the Conmittee”s website and in Michigan Education Network’s
mailer.
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III. RECOMMENDATIONS

Find no reason to believe Paul Welday violated the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971, as amended, or the Cammission’s regulations.

2. Find no reason to believe that Paul Welday for Congress and David Staudt, in his
official capacity as treasurer, violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amended, or the Commission’s regulations.

3. Find no reason to believe that Michigan Educational Network violated the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, or the Commission’s regulations.

4. Find no reason to believe that Michael Greirar vioiated the Federai Eleetian
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, or the Commission’s regulations.

5. Find no reason to believe that Joseph Munem violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, or the Commission’s regulations.

6. Approve the attached Factual and Legil Analyses.

7. Approve the appropriate letters.

8. Close the file.

Christopher Hughey
Acting General Counsel
ahsin %M‘
Date " Stephen Gura ()
"Deputy Assotiate General Counsel for
. Enforcement
~” Susan L. Lebeaux ‘
“Acting Deputy Asxwiate General Counsel
for Enforcement
N
Delbert K. Rigsby
Attorney
Attachments

1. Attachments to the Complaint
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http://www.weldayforcomgress.com/truith-or-consequences

"Truth or Consequences" - The Raczkowski Record

Representing the people of Michigan's Ninth Congresalonal District in the U.S. House of Representatives is a high honor. 1t is a responsibiilty thet demands maturity,
Jsmen twe aenir San avd whe SOUK the Yust of tip velee, These who sewic to serve suss! e et i wiinstend thes sesstizy' of (he vetmm, S8 meslia, o e
oppuBiin, sinis tay Sunkgwesdy s Susiih® o these cotiiser) peteis offing sw: inacshent cangnign iseus.

Unsetliing issues have been raised in the race for Congress in Michigan's Ninth Dlstrict about the conduct and actions of candidate Andrew "Rocky” Raczkowski, While all of
us respect ane admize ail those who have sswed in our nation’s militnry, it is legiimate In examine the iotailty of the record. Thare is nothing "negptive, deceplive, or
baseless"” about any of the facts brougit to fight about Mr. Reczkowski's backgnound. Thesa facts have not been exaggerated and are easlly searchable in the public recond.
i we woukd not have brought up these facts in the primary, Gary Peters would have certaittly used them against him in the generel eletion. Raczkowski may not tike that
thesetacts have aitden, but Gt does ndl ke thew lass refevant to his candidacy. as .

Fmt, it mum e sanl B 1o o 18 phiVom, ovll &7 of s heve our simsenings. Tinew s pies and cons to every candidate, but voters must be presanted with carefully-
documented facts and the compiete tuth and be sllowed to maks informed decisions based on information verifiable in the public record (and all of the accusstions against Mr.
Racakowebl am vafifisbie in the rwiiic seesird and neniiy sarstaie suling). The exidscse pmaeniadiess, sud Mi. Racaiavnki's ananins-clagns, shauld 52 smmined
carehully o, @s It Is asstein that this infermalieh will ba topicsl ms lopg s Mr. Racslexndd is 0 cancidale fer caw public office.

TROUBLING FACTS: The Lawsui
TROUBLING FACTS: The Law Doesn’t Seem to Apply to Rocky

Raczkowski his been questiornd by state and federal authorities about numerous campaign finance kregularities over the years throughout many campaigns, including
inappropfitite-campuign speTrilg, felture to file iegully requwed dscleaure of donor information and fallure to file his own Personal Financial Disciosure Iinformation as required
by the Ethics In Govemment Act of 1878.

Eups i i rabutinl to ene posian of thooe fagts, Mr. Runskimalil sciewtriges oy il asi samatly wit the apecifics of e . Sai ejjain e dienigans it hpcasise e widn't
il the: fact thet ks dissggacd far the lnws was brought to light by the Weiday campaign. But, isn't it true that regardiess of who brings it up, if it's wrong....It's wrong?

Mr. Reczkowskl goes.on to say that since ha ran s "shoestring” campaign against Sen. Carl Levin (D-M1) in 2002, his sioppy. inaccurate and incompiete campaign finance
reports $hould be forgiven, ‘Allche has 1 4o Is to take d look at these reports to see'a disaster that is sure to be hrought up time and sgain by Michigen Democratic Party
Chairman Mark Brewer and M henchmen. Rsczkowski hes opened arxi maintainext four dfferent federal campaign tommittees and three different Michigan poiitical
committees. OomWhhhsupmn'daiM.qmmmnmwmQFumlEmcmmhdmnavenmrbmm Lack of disciosure of his contributors,
Fatiure % i ruporte ‘huuumbh!nubhmmmmmnlenuvly !

Todnwiewr jit ease Of 100 armaRy pags fir tha Rooky fic Gamew cosmmiien fis wowmif, passy alies here.

Rechy's rabutte! also claims sdee agein that &o mw this emmpaign dn a "sbasstring " Bag if that iz the azse, why did fail to spend hundreds of thousands of dollars he had
ralsed from sincere contributors during the actual campaign against Senator Levin and leave this money In his account that was then used to pay for extensive political direct
mal fundraising and parscnsl expenses? Again, quastions in nesd of an answer.

Additionally, a tremendous amount of this money landed directly in Mr. Reczkowski's own pocket. Reparts show that Rocky paid $120,880.67 to his own company — Malnline
Communitations ~ ftum which he profited personally. According to reports from tire Stite of Michigan and the Fetlerat Elections Cornmissién, mmunsmnmuuupm
going to Malline Commuricalicns induds:

Cltizens for Raczkowski $41,090.97 h
Romky ios RS te $88,113.88
Reczkowskl Leadership Fl.lnd $7,564.04
Mickigau FetumCand —$4.21280
TOTAL. $120,980.67

-~

Floaily, § shautd hw maisnt Siat mmmy candidate for Congress must file 4 repoit with the Clerk of the House known as the Personal Financlal Disclosure form. This requirement
was mandaied in the Ethics in Government Act of 1878. As of July 8, 2010, Mr. Raczkowski had falled to file this report. Once agein, serious questions are raised by this
negle mymsidng the trawsparency and forthrightness of Mr. Raczkowski.

To suggest this so-calied "attack” is a diveraion from the key issues in the campiign is laughable. What issue is grester than the honesty and integrity of our elected officiala?

We hope you will decide whether this is something werth considering as you make your decision about who will be best able to challenge Gary Peters this fafl.

TROUBLING FAGTS: is Rocky Standing Up To...or Stanging Up For Snecial inikrests?
TROUBLING FACTS: He says He Works lor Us...But Apparently Not When He Has a Chance to Climb the Political Ladder

We urereniund thud thess ave trouting facts for M. RectkowsN. But they s Even more SSURENMY T voters heatig o the polfs,
Here gre some important questions to ponder:

1. Which candidate is likely to be dogged with questions sbout their record that will give the Democrats every opportunily to change the debate from what reslly matters in
his election?
2. Vmich Republican candidifle is Be badt alls ta keer Bie gautaral olectitn detme on e Obsme/™Ubsi-Peturs Uiy goventhent sgenda and what we must do to restore a

ATTACRMEYLE—— o
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frae-market,
3. Who Is the candidate best able to focus on the major issues of jobs and the economy?
4. Who can best Mold Gary Peters accountabie fbr outrageously Hberin voting rectwd in Washington, DC?7
5. Who s tre exndicate who has a proven taex record in busimahs s the experioice on Capitol Hill to make ¢ difference for us immediately?

Facts can be stubbom things. But after examining them, we are confident that the voters of the Nmuwemummemnmmmmbbmrm.
August 3,

Back to Top
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Macomb gohitisel activists umte to opgose Bouchand, Snyder for governor - The Macomb anlofhw

Macomb political activists unite to oppose
Bouchard, Snyérr for governor

Pubhshed Wednesday, February 10, 2010
29 comment(s) | Emal to s foend | Punt vermon | ShaceTins | LRSS Foeds
By Chad Selwesia, Macomb Duly Staff Wirster

A newly created nonprofit organizaton that has launched a campaign that's bashing two Republican candidates
for govemor.is associated with notorious Macomb County political consultants and local polstical activists who
are sapportutg GOP front-rant=irMike Cox

‘The Milchageu Givis Biinatona! Fanll, buwsud m Movsl Olemess, 1»veudy % spend tons oF thowmils of dfllas
hasigly criverzug Onainsll Cononly Bbensff hiline Bemshard smi Ann Asbor bussnssmen Rok: Spgador, num uff
ARamay @Guiseral Cox's luadmg opmmetiiy m the August Republican prmary

The momyait ACHF wes fnsnmd 1 Nosmnbes by axtormgy <iecil 8¢ Piase, attwney Mike Gramer asd Warmn
Amsbnt City Miomgy Jeif Bexrnsiles, maceuimpg to stote dncamenin Ty have lores! polsasal commultant Jos
Maunm te conduot therr "edusstinnal” sppantianabout Bomaherd and Saysdar

The MCER first appeared on the poliheal.radar screen last week when they lsunched a highway bulfboard on a
busy sectuon of I-75 near M-59 thet questsons Boucnard's track record The nonprofit group has also set up Web
srtes rasmng samerous gquestions apout Bouchar@ and Sayder

But it's the tons of the group's radio ads, which are just getting started m southeest Michigan and western

Maxcigigan, that vall ressngaicoss m pobianl cireie nosss Miciagan One casrparas Bauolumd to the enploits

grmmmwﬂ“ﬁmﬁWWWhﬁw
farmer company

A spokesman for the Cox campaign has said the canddate 13 not "m any way” connected to the MCEF

But canspstign Ersuce revords ihow that Stlwoler hus contriButed 3559 to Cix's gubematoral canpmgn and 5t
Paexre has donatd $S250 to e attorzey general Elestion documents alio suggest other shadiswy connecnions
between the MCEF and the sttomey general

Bosamse MUBH 18 & SUNEXS) mmpuaiit, under Intersi] Tostruos Sesvinssulas & doms mot have toaoport the

names of its contributors, unlike a poltical committee that must 1ssue financial documents on a regular besis

The grmup can cxgage m ipehicz] adancaay, sx lang aa 1t dacs not favor ono candaiate , !
ATT,
l‘llt==£.&_of_.$___

e - bitpNomwee magomimly com/artieiee’203 /02/) ORCHRICYOROMOESTION trt .,  wormerraBOOROM o .
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Gremer sud the group consists of "very, very concemned citizens” who want to ensure that Machigan voters have
mformation about guberautunal canddates that goos beyond the typical pubhc relations ssies piiches The
Wasren-busssl simmy amld not misase  int of castelipin

*There are lots of people who are the money behnd this T'm one of them Cecil St Pserro 13 ono of them And
ﬂnlﬁmm.’bud

M!;lmmwmmuﬂhmmbmhﬂmR.MMaw .
vanety of sources

*Yeuh, thers and pauple 1 the group who support Cax But there are a lot of people who don't,” Gremer said
All of tits hunnn pisyen mweivad bava deoy amasninss to Warma chy pekins

Mustm sk Gsaanar, sanstrmor wandiagy m presanivg, hesame xifhrssms anvey the gaat desade for hardball,
negative campaigns they orchestrated

Munem has made los diskke for Snyder well known m & weekly podoust the consultant co-hosts and m a Web
site be created, ripai¥ink com  Three woeks ago Munem pad for antomated phone calls to voters ecnticizmg

St P, witn B bins o Deamnnt, @ Bxmibiomn onif bas sieo rvm as & somenintes canfhing, & s fisne
Wiinam sty counciiman He has also thrown hus hat mto the rmg for s fow gubematonal appomtments to
judicial seats

Gamuer 18 a Democsat but saxd he 18 mtervermg m the Rapublean gubermatorsa! campurgn bhecause ho 13

mottvated by "my loyalty to my staie " Gremer saxd s and other MCEF members are dusmayed by the falures
of the Grankolm admimstration over the past years

110442932252

The Bouchard campaign has disrusyed the bilfboard and Web sie, olklanialierifY ndt, as "gutter politics * But
the radio ais go beyond e Wb sxte munerial

‘The MCEF's anti-Bouchard ad implics that he had an affar with a government employee and walked out of a
depomtion related t & lawmut clummg |i» bad engnged m stvual hamsemsnt The wi doss not mentton Kvesnse
Kuigatsk but 1t corsparns Bxurkmals behanzar & ie 2009 scandal that rocked Detrort city hall

The anti-Snyder ad saxd that hus tenyre as a Gateway Computers exccutive resulted m the company sendmg
l’MﬂmM”mdmm“dhmmwu *golden
pnema-um In & radio mterview on Monday, Gremer called Snyder "posnibly cne of the worst CEOs 1n

m—&mh-ﬁmﬂm<muhw(~l Wossst Mayor Jun Fouls bas
latched omta Clvw 1 seeng soondbs, with bath calhng e sBamys dthees ks v gencressnt n afting g fin
mper sl fre AiS spmenssd togaing at 3 smaghoth dnaer Sadunas Il ook = W

Fouts dd not retura & phone call seckmg comments

Among ths ather findings by The Macomb Duuly, based on campmign finsnea records

An obscure politroal actwn commttee called Mixemb Busmaus United 13 run by one ©f Fouts' appomtees,
Warren public service director, Gus Ghanam The PAC gave $16,850 to the Cox campaign The PAC's
addms 15 batel as fin sanm bemicen 5 for IECER — 38 Meerre’s Crocker Boulevard law office m Mount
Clemens Gremer said he 18 not aware of any connection between Ghanam and the MCEF

Ghanem, & Jongtime fixture m Warren politics, personally contributed $550 to Cox The Ghanam PAC's largest
contrihntor m 2008, by fac, was Rot anyene sgsoeseted with the Macamh County busmess cammunity Mb

(1 u._s_v
——— -mhwmwpumlmmmmmmmlm N 7, T, 1117, Ve
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m-ummmﬂo.mmmmcu-muduoorﬁsn Bruce Patterson Patterson 1§
mc-m‘rummummcm it ke ssxumr 13 & closs polityes ally of Cox

Patterson’s group, which focuses on keepmg a Republican magority wn the state Seaate, had already donated the
-mdhmﬁruracnmmmm Thia this “"Commandess Mgunty Pund” ssnle the

$10.000 contrybmiecn to Meomnb Busiaass Unsied on Dec 31 — the same dey thet the wwmass PAC, m turo,
contnbuted $6,500 to the rttamey grnamf's grbamatonal effbrt QF"

thmﬂmd‘m mmww.wmc«mnlw 4&&0%
House Weddmg Chapel m Warren mmmmmumuﬂm

Conrments
‘The bllowmng are commeats from the readors In no way do they represent the view of macombdaily com
Bob wrote on Feb 10,2010 6 45 AM

* Obama brought Chicago politics to Washmgton Now, Cox wants to bring Warmen politics to Lansmg Can
things get wers® *

Repest Abse
Enough of thss wrote on Feb 10, 2010 6 54 AM

'Mun;.‘dmnu.& Prerve need to read & newspaper or watch TV mmmmdothndofplm;l

Mike Cox for Govemnar, lof's see former Wayna County prosecutor, then attorney gensral, now wants to run the
state No bummess exporience, 0o executive expenenue, oty a lawyer and political machine hack

Is thus a rerun of Granholm? I've seen enough of this, and then throw m Cox’s coverup of the Kwamoe party
rummsand there 13 maugh there for mo 13 ven fix a Shemmet "

Report Abuse

1 hiks the perd wrote oa Feb 10,2010 7 ®0 AM

* Ruck Sayder has no political baggage Mike Cox and Shemnf Bouchard Throw i sheniff hackel their all m t
mnm-

Report Abuse

Do Doot Do Doot wrote on Feb 10, 2010 7 09 AM

* Do Doot Do Doat Do Doot, just when you thought 1t was safe to go back mto the water The polibeal sharks
are commg back out The Mark Stinkberg toadie trio of Peo-arr, Grmder, & Pew-numb are back at it Please men
("Lpbukmduwluﬂyarmekmmwldmm "

Repmt Alaem

Tins should be fan wwove ou Fab 10, 2010 7 15 AM

:Wuv.wlln-ﬂmﬂn Lat's watph the =ght wasg cmzes on the blog beat each other up for a change! Yeh!

Report Abuse . | (
s S —

<ee o «= hitp Awmww mesombtimly sese/prticles2010/05/10/4rwe/ssvAN0SORIS7190B Ixt .., . . . 7002810y vremey
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'The Macomb Daily

NOW |P|thronlyﬂm
Bresking News Mnl—um
2 85% off retad

News > Politics

Shadowy group resurfaces, pays for new Cox
ads

Published Friday, July 23, 2010

34 comment(s) | Emal to 8 fnend | Pont vermon |  ShareTius | B RSS Feeds
By Chad Selweski, Macomb Daily Staff Writer

PAC tied to Warren poltical players

A shadowy polrtical group apparently run by Wazren political activists 13 rasing questions agaw after
it came MMSIW.Mbﬁnmnwwmﬁan
mﬁdﬂnlﬁhﬂmmﬂdnmmofﬁu’skqnblmﬁm.mm

The ads leumibied Thursday ase finamved by Moust Clemestsbased Michsjan Bosmuss Urited, a
pohussl acton cemrmtive 188 by eme of Waren Fiayur Jamses Fouts® appmntees, Asmtant Public
Savms Dioctor (ius Ghisesy The gkaup repasted no niatey rset] wr spent as recently as Apnl but
13 fully financing the new ad campaign, amrng on all three of metro Detrost’s broadcast affihates

Cnitics say the advertiming effort flses 1n the face of Cox's repeated calls for more transparency and
Ingher ethics 1n the gubernatonal contest and m state government

Another candidite 22 the Aug 3 GOP priaary eleotuun, Rick Snyder, mmmistely pouaced on the
news that Ghanam, a Cox supporter, was financing the new ads

“We wrge the Macomb and Wpee Ciumty Prawseinor’s Oflece te fillly mvestigate thus matter and
ensure that state laws are being abided by,” said Jake Susiy, a Snyder campaign spokesman “Just
yesteniy (Wadnesdgy) Mike Cox was talking shaut tuajgeeancy He lms & chance hess to wuik the
walk Yet, 1t world he as “urban legsad® 1o expestshs attomoy ganessl to mvestigate tins incident and
the hkely coordination between his campagn and Michigan Business Unuted *

Cox campaign spokesman Stu Sandler could not be reachied for comment But he has consistently sad

that R 13 “absoluts nonsense”™ to cimmn the candiliate has any direst ties to polmcal groaps led by
Ghmxam anit other War=en allies |
ATTMCHMENT. ..

Page_ 1> of IS
http //wew macombdmly com/srticles/2010/87/23 fuesns/politica/doc4c4917303078d99646 2302010 .o
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In a brief phone mterview with The Macomb Daily on Thursday, Ghanam offered no explanation for
the ssurss of the filads Lpemt by s obsomre RAC

“I'll have to find out what my reaction 13 gomng to be and get back to you,” he smd He did not call
back . 5.

Acocording to state and county reafirds, Micligan Business United morphed from a previous PAC -
known as Macomb Business United, both of which were based at the Mount Clemens law office of
Cecil St Pierre, a former Warven courcilman

St Fierre sud e has no vemssectie=s to Mirchezesc Business United and had Iittle involvement with
Macomb Business Umited

mﬂhmghbthn.'heud “We dudn’t do much ™

Asked haw the new vermion of the PAC, Michigan Business United, could affbrd a sux-figure ad
campaign, St Prerre rephed “1 don’t have a clue™

The ads crtiome Congresseman Flocksera for supportiey tse federll bank baxlowe sxd inssmg votes on
a hulth s refbem tall that, seording to cengsuana=il opponents, might allow taxpayer-funded

abortions The second half of the commercial praises Cox, in hus role as attomey general, for waging
court fighis agesust the peow hogith rare law and appemng midsupts to seuke abpetion so7e accessibie

Tim fimding ototrovessy mmsks the seoond tizee i five spanths that Cox has hesc aaawsed of
orchesiratiis & stnglth sampaign to baaut ks cendidaqy

InPehulty & nonprofit group assaciated with St Prerre paxd for websites that critwerzed Snyder and

anotiser Republican contender 11 the governor’s race, Oskland Coutity Sherdf Motieedl Bouchard The
Michige Cyac Educiitonst Fund also blasted Beuchesd mya billboard located at one of Oakland
County’s busiest mtersections

The grouy, okt @a Nemesier, clan fissnned o sanos of thargily wonded mthio afis One compmed
Bouskoad fa the explosia of feenser Demat Mayss Kwasse Kilpttrick and saother hlimtiod thet Snyder
was sespansthle for the “mnnloman”™ of s former company .

The Micingan Civic Educational Fund, also basad at §t Pierre’s Cracker Baulewand's Inw office, 18
not requured to report the names of 1ts contnbutors because 1t 13 not a PAC The Educatanal Fund wes
quuetly formed last November by St Picrre, former Warren deputy mayor Mike Greiner and Warren
assistant city attormey Jeff Schroder St Prerre and Schroder domated a combmed $800 1n polstical
contnbutions to Cox just before and after the group was created

As fx Ghansm, o longgmme Seduse m Warren pointins, be poxsuily sonimiksted $550 to Cox iaat
mmmrm'ammmmm byﬁr wis not frosn anyone assocaeted with the

Maoomb County business commumnty bat mther state Sea Brics Pagtarson, & Canton Toumship
Republican whose PAC chupped 1 $10,000

When Ghanam's PAC, in tumn, donated more than $16,000 to Cox over a peniod of two days, county
udm;:egmoﬁmkmﬁﬁdﬂhnmﬂﬂhm“hm s stus From a local PAC
o a Ste

ATTACHMENT ‘.

il
http /fwwew macombdmly cominuticlesi20100723 newalpobitea/Jocdcd9173 46 momm pe——
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That resulted m the transformation to the new name, Michigan Busimess Umted, appareatly without
St Poxre's lamwicdge v

St Piemre saud that the nonprofit group and the two PACs all operate separate from each other
Ghansm's old PAC held a sparschy sitended fundrazser for Cox 1 2009 and Ghanam, as recently as T

l:dw'IWMnmemebmmm&mwu
events "

When the Snyder campaign received word Wednesday that Ghanam's new PAC was financing
upcommg Cox ads, a small group of Snyder campaign volunteers confronted him 1n the Warren City
Hall pmiinnyg strexitexe §n a el of i mosdest postd an YouTuke, Gizzsam 18 umine repeatiily
saymg, “You're not wkong my pictuse ™ HE also gppears ta grab the sxn of ons Snydsr velustesr to
prevant i from Rdestaping the nonversution

Camments

The following are comments from the readers In no way do they represent the view of
macombdaily com

Groeesk (Rar weote axt Jul 23, 2010 12 46 fad

* Ghanam 1s a close personal friend of Stu Sandler! How's that for a direct-enough tie between the
PAC and the campaign' The alarmmg thing 1s that thase are the people who could be nmmng our state
if Cox wins More bad news for Michigan-if that happens *

Report Abuse

Hangman wrote on Jul 23, 210 % 12 AM

* If we vote Cox m we're getting more of the same old same old, tme to get nd of the trash!!

PS Eow mumy favoes did ho get for the "Urban Legend” decision "

Repat Abuee

Stan wrote on Jul 23, 2010 5 29 AM

* Yeah how about some mnvestigative reporting please? *

Report Abuse

Amazng wrote on Jul 23, 2010 6 47 AM

* Just by reading the headline you are able to identifiy the author *

Report Abuse

Shm Pickngs wrote on Jul 23, 2010 7 24 AM

. 1
ATTACHMENT,
l'-ae___..l.ﬁ._of_.s___




